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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


Examination of Imm grants to the United States, 
AFTER some unavoidable delay the Medical Secretary has 
had an interview with the American Consul-General, Mr. 
Horace Lee Washington, on the subject of the misunder- 
standing which has occurred, resulting in the announcement 
in the SupPpLEMENT of October 4th, 1924, that an instruction 
had been received by the Consulate from the Immigration 
Authorities of the United States that in future persons 
desiring to emigrate from this country to the United States 
must be examined by medical practitioners who are members 
of the British Medical Association. It will be remembered 
that a protest was made to the Consul-General by the 
Registrar of the General Medical Council on the ground 
that certification should not be confined to any particular 
class of medical practitioners but should be open to all 
legally qualified persons—namely, those registered in this 
country. To this protest a reply was received, which was 
quoted in a letter from the Registrar of the General Medical 
Council which appeared on page 182 of the SuppLEMENT 
to the British Mevicat Journat of November 15th, 1924. 

The history of the matter is as follows. Recently the 
attention of the American Consulate was called by the 
United States authorities to the Regulations under 
Section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917 and to the impor- 
tance of the completeness and correctness of the certificates 
of physical condition which must be presented by every 
immigrant. The Consulate thereupon took steps to make 
sure that proper certificates should be forthcoming, and an 
official, whose knowledge of the technical differences between 
the statutory body of the profession (the General Medical 
Council) and the British Medical Association was incom- 
plete, came to the conclusion that he would be carrying out 
the instructions by requiring that all certificates should be 
signed by members of the British Medical Association. He 
thereupon rang up the office of the British Medical Associa- 
tion and stated that instructions had been received by the 
Consulate to the effect that immigrants must be examined 
by medical practitioners who were members of the British 
Medical Association, and asked that copies of the member- 
ship list of the Association should be sent to him. The 
list was accordingly sent. A few days afterwards a letter 
Was received from Vice-Consul Larned thanking the Associa- 
tion for the copies of the membership list and stating that. 
these “‘ will be of very valuable assistance to us in connexion 


with the examination of aliens desiring io emigrate to the 
United States.”’ 

That the error was made in the office of the Consul- 
General and not in that of the Association is proved by 
the fact that a certain number of forms for the examination 
of emigrants were issued stamped at the head with the 
words ‘‘ Applicants must be examined only by members of 
the British Medical Association.”’ 

The Association is very glad at all times to be of use 
to public bodies employing the services of medical practi- 
tioners and its assistance is frequently asked for. But the 
+ Association has never suggested that any public body should 
confine its work to members of the British Medical Associa- 
tion only. If, however, any such bodies should come to 
the conclusion that they would gain something by employing 
only members of the Association—a decision which would 
be quite within their rights—they would be supplied with 
lists of members. 

It is hoped that this explanation, which has been sub- 
mitted to the Consul-General, will clear up what was 
undoubtedly a misunderstanding on the part of an official 
at the Consulate who did not realize that the Medical 
Register, and not the list of members of the British Medical 
Association, is a complete list of qualified members of the 
medical profession in this country. 


Constituencies for Election of the Representative Body. 
Members of the British Medical Association will find on 


Home Constituencies for election of the Representative 
Body, 1925-26. It will be seen that the Council proposes 
to continue the existing grouping, except that the Furness 
and Kendal Divisions of the North Lancashire and South 
Westmorland Branch are being made independent con- 


| stituencies. Any Division objecting to the proposed arrange- 
' ments should send to the Medical Secretary, 429, Strand, 
| W.C.2, not later than February 17th, a statement of its 
' objection and of the reason therefor, and of what change the 
| Division would suggest the Council should make. Under 


By-laws 41 and 43 the Representatives and Deputy-Repre- 


' sentatives require to be elected not more than nine nor 


less than two months before the Annual Representative 


Meeting at Bath commencing on July 17th next. Each 


constituency in the United Kingdom of not less than 150 
members is entitled to elect an additional Representative 
for each complete number of 100 members in excess of 50. 


General Meeting or Postal Vote? 
It is a matter for the Executive Committee of the 
Division—or, where the constituency comprises more than 


[1c€6} 
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one Division, for a joint meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittees of the Divisions forming the constituency—to 
decide whether the Representative(s) and Deputy-Repre- 
sentative(s) shall be elected by a general meeting of the 


~ constituency or by postal vote. The meeting must be called 


(or where the election is by voting papers, the voting 
papers be issued) by the secretary of the Division forming 
the constituency; or (in the case of constituencies com- 
prising more Divisions than one) by the secretary of the 

ivision containing the largest number of members. 
Whichever method of election is adopted, a meeting of the 
x" tituency must be held within the period June 18th to 
July 17th to instruct the Representative(s). The names 
of Representatives and Deputy-Representatives must be 
notified to the Medical Secretary not later than June 4th. 


Ministry of Labour and Certificates of Fitness of Health. 

At the last meeting of the Medico-Political Committee of 
the British Medical Association the question of certification 
in connexion with persons applying for unemployment 
benefit was considered. Complaints had been received that 
when insured persons who are out of work and have been 
under their insurance practitioner are signed off sickness 
benefit and are applying for unemployment benefit, they are 
sent back to the insurance practitioner from the Labour 
Exchange for a certificate of health. No fee is forthcoming, 
as the Ministry does not pay for the certificate, and in the 
majority of cases the insured person cannot do so himself. 
The Medical Secretary, under the instruction of the Com- 
mittee, called the attention of the Ministry of Labour to 
the position, and expressed the hope that some means could 
be devised to obviate the necessity for these certificates. 
The following reply has been received: 


**T am directed by the Minister of Labour to refer to your letter 
of November 4th with regard to applications to insurance practi- 
tioners for certificates of fitness of health in the case of insured 
— applying for benefit at employment exchanges. In reply, 

am to state that the attention of the Ministry has previously 
at the instance 
of a Panel and Local Medicai Committee. The position is that 
local officers of the department have no instructions to refer to 
their insurance doctors unemployed persons who have recently 
been under medical treatment and have received their final certifi- 
cate. Evidence of the issue of ‘ declaring off’ certificates obtained 
from approved societies is in general accepted as proof of capacity 
for work in such cases. g 

** It is, however, the responsibility of the officers of the Ministry 
to take steps to satisfy themselves in cases where doubt arises 
whether a claimant for unemployment benefit is capable of work, 
and it is thought that, as regards persons who have recently been 
under medical treatment, the class of case now in question would 
be appropriately dealt with by local officers of the Ministr 
obtaining a report in regard to the claimant’s capacity for am f 
through his approved society or other body responsible for the 
administration of health insurance. It is intended to issue a 
general instruction to local officers of the Ministry in this con- 
nexion, but if in the meantime you desire to call attention to 
yertiomas cases of local offices of the Ministry at which claimants 

or unemployment benefit have been referred to their insurance 
doctor expressly for the purpose of obtaining a medical certificate 
in connexion with a claim for unemployment benefit, steps will be 
taken to prevent a recurrence. 

“IT am to add in this connexion that the question of capacity for 
work arises also in the case of claimants for unemployment benefit 
who have not er been in receipt of health insurance benefit. 
The onus of proof of capacity for work in these cases is on the 
claimant, and it may be necessary to require him to obtain the 
necessary evidence of fitness. ou will appreciate that in the 
interests of the Unemployment Fund it is necessary for the Minister 
to reserve the right to require certificates in such cases at the 
claimant’s own expense, but the practice will remain as above 
indicated.” 

Flags for the Great Hall. 

The report of the last meeting of Council, published in 
the SuprLeMENT of November Ist (p. 169), stated that it is 
intended to kang in the Great Hall of the new house of the 
Association a series of flags, one for each city or town where 
an Annual Meeting of the Association has been held, also 


one for each of the Dominion Branches, At the meeting. 


of the Metropolitan Counties Branch Council held on 
November 11th it was unanimously agreed to offer to the 
Central Council of the Association a suitable flag as a 
memento of the three Annual Meetings held in London—in 


. 1873, 1895, and 1910. It was ordered that the design for 


the flag should be submitted to the Council of the Asso- 


ciation for approval, so that there might be uniformity in 
the series, 
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PROVISIONAL HOME CONSTITUENCIES FOR 
ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE 
BODY, 1925-26. 

(Divisions bracketed together form one Constituency.) 


ABERDEEN— 

rdeen 
Orkney 

Shetland 


BaTH AND BRISTOL 
Bristol 


try 
Nuneaton and Tamworth 
Warwick and 
West Bromwich 


BoRDER CouNTIEsS— 
Dumfries and Galloway 
English 


CAMBRIDGE AND HUNTINGDON— 
Cambridge and Huntingdon 
Isle of Ely 
East Hertf 


ConnavuGHT— 
Mid Connaught 
North Connaught 
South Connaught 


DoRsET AND Hants— 
Bournemouth 
West Dorset 


DUNDEE 

East YORK AND NorktTH LINCoLN— 
East York 
North Lincoln 


EDINBURGH— 
Edinburgh and Leith 
South-Eastern Counties 
The Lothians 


North-East Essex 
South Essex 


FIFE 
GLASGOW AND WEST OF Scot- 


LAND— 
Argyllshire 
Dumbar 
Ayrshire 
Glasgow Central 
Glasgow Eastern 
Glasgow North-Western 
Glasgow Southern 
Lanarkshire 
Renfrewshire and Buteshire 


Rochester, Chatham, and 
Gillingham 

Dover and Folkestone 

Isle of Thanet 

Maidstone 

Tunbridge Wells 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE= 
Ashton-under-Lyne 
Glossop 
Birkenhead 
Blackburn 


{ Dartford 


Hyde 
Stockport, Macclesfield, and 
East Cheshire 


North Leinster 
North-West Leinster 
South-East Leimster 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES— 
Camberwell 


Leinster 


City 

Finchley 

* Greenwich and Deptford 
Hampstead 
Harrow 
Hendon 
Kensington 
Lambeth 
Lewisham 
Marylebone 
North Middlesex 
South Middlesex 


Tower Hamlets 
Wandsworth 

West Hertfordshire 

West Mid 

Westminster and Holborn 
Willesden 

Woolwich 


LAND— 

Chesterfield 

Derby 

Holland 

Kesteven 

Leicester and Rutland 


Lincoln 
Nottingham 


MUNSTER— 
North Munster 
South Munster 
West Munster 


East Norfolk 
Norwich 
West Norfolk 


NorTHERN CouNTIES oF Scor- 
LAND— 
Banff, Elgin, and Nairn 
Caithness and Sutherland 
Inverness 
Islands 
Ross and Cromarty 


NortH LANCASHIRE AND SOUTH 
WESTMORLAND— 
Furness 
Kendal 
Lancaster 


NoRtTH oF ENGLAND— 
{ Bishop Auckland 


Morpeth 

Cleveland 

Hexham 
Gateshead 

Darlington 


Newcastle-on-Tyne 
North Northumberland 
South Shieids 
Tyneside 

Sunderland 


NortH WALEs— 
Denbigh and Flint 
N. Carnarvon and Anglesey 


S. Carnarvon and Merioneth 


OXFORD AND READING— 
Oxford 
Reading 

PERTH 

SHROPSHIRE AND Mip WALES 


SouTH-EASTERN OF IRELAND— 


{ Carlow and Kilkenny 


Waterford fi 


SouTHERN— 
Guernsey and Alderney | 


Jersey 

Isle of Wight 
Southampton 
Portsmouth. 
Winchester 


tnt 


Oo 
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LEINSTER— 
Dublin 
Chelsea 
Dudley 
- 
South-West Essex 
EssEx— | 
Blyth 
KENT— 
| 
Stockton 
N 
ill 
{ 
th 
] 
eve 
| { Blackpool ; By 
Isle of Man ; 
Bolton 
Jok 
ury 
| { Chester ihe 
Crewe 
car 
x 
Leigh 
{Widen 
Liverpool 
Manchester ™ 
Mid-Cheshire 4, 
| Oldham | 
Preston M 
Rochdale 
{8t. Helens Not 
Warrington 
| uthport 


OUTH 


esey 
oneth 


\_ND— 


| 
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Enniskillen or co. Fermanagh 
Monaghan and Cavan 


x TERN— mag : 
oe Portadown and West Down 
ee Corn West SOMERSET 
xeter 
Plymouth WILTSHIRE — 
West Cornwall {Swindon 
Trowbridge 
ORDSHIRE— WoRCESTERSHIRE AND HERE- 
North Staffordshire FORDSHIRE— 
South Staffordshire Hereford 
Walsall and Lichfield Worcester 
arnsley 
Bradford 
SUFFOLK 
North Suffolk 
South Suffolk Harrogate 
West Suffolk Huddersfield 
Rotherham 
Scarborough 
Croydon Sheffield 
Guildford Wakefield, Pontefract, and 
Kingston-on-Thames- Castleford 
Reigate York 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 

BirmincHam Coventry Drvision.—A meeting of the 
Coventry Division will be held on Tuesday, December 2nd, at the 
Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital, at 8.30 p.m. Agenda: Dr. 
Stanley Barnes will give an address on encephalitis lethargica. 

Dunpez Brancu.—Dr. J. M. Johnston, superintendent of Tor-na- 

Sanatorium, will give a demonstration lecture on collapse 
herapy in pulmonary tuberculosis, fu University College, Dundee, 
on Thursday, December 4th, at 4 p.rxn. Members of other Branches 
will be welcomed. 

Brancu.—At the meeting of the Gloucestershire 
Branch to be held on Saturday, January 10th, 1925, Sir Humphry 
Rolleston, Bt., K.C.B., President of the Royal College of Physicians 
of London, will give an address. 

Kent Brancu.—The quarterly meeting of the Kent Branch will 
be held on Thursday, December 4th,. at the Granville Hotel, Rams- 

te, at 2.45 p.m. Dr. Harold Scurfield, late M.O.H. City of 

hefiield, will give a paper on recent research and the right choice 

of food. Lunch has been arranged at the Granville Hotel at 
145 p.m. (charge 4s.). Members intending to be present are 
requested to notify the hotel management not later than Tuesday, 
December 2nd. 

Metropotitan Counties Branch: Division.—A general 
meeting of the Chelsea Division will be held on Wednesday, 
December 3rd, in the Fulham Town Hall, at 4.30 ~~ (tea, 4.30). 
Agenda: Consider report and recommendation of the Executive 
Committee as to the proposed appointment of a part-time medical 
officer of health for Chelsea. Address by Dr. Teale : The Pathology 
of Diabetes. 

Merrorouitan Counties Brancn: City Drvision.—A meeting of 
the ‘- Division will be held at the Public Library, Holloway 
Road, N., on Tuesday, December 9th, when Mr. rh E. Gask, 
C.M.G., D.S.O., will read a paper on the part played by the doctor 
of the City of London in the: Great Civil War. 

Merropouitan Counties Brancu : Drvrsiox.—A meeting 
of the Finchley Division will be held on Tuesday, December 2nd, at 

40 p.m., at the Finchiey Memorial Hospital, Granville Road, 
North Finchley, when Dr. Lazarus-Barlow will give an address, 
illustrated by lantern slides, on treatment of cancer exclusive of 
surgery. A cordial invitation to attend is extended to members of 
the adjoining Divisions. : 

Counties Branca: Lewisuam Drvisioy.—A clinical 
evening will be held at the South-Eastern Children’s Hospital, 
Sydenham, S.E.26, on Tuesday, December 16th, at 8.45 p.m. 

Merrorouitan Counties Braxcn: South Mip.esex Drivisiox.— 
A meeting of the South Middlesex Division will be held at St. 
John's Hospital, Twickenham, on Thursday, December llth, at 
fter the general business Dr. F. Provis, surgeon to 
the Chelsea Hospital for Women, will read a paper on ante-natal 
oo. Tea will be provided. 

ETROPOLITAN CounTIES Branco: SoutH-West Essex Drvisiow.— 

A meeting of the South-West Essex Division will be held on Tuesday, 
C mber 2nd, at 3.30 p.m., at the Whipps Cross Hospital, Whipps 
toss Road, Leytonstone, E.11, : Correspondence; pro- 

Superintendent e ital, will give a - 
tion of some cases of interest. ‘Tea at p-m. — 


Branch: Norrmycnam Drvistox.—A_ mecti f the 
Nottingham Division will be held at 64, St. Somat Street, 
H Ss gnam, on Wednesday, December 3rd, at 3.30 p-m., when Mr. 
tere ive a British Association Lecture. on 

are invite members of the profession in the neighbour- 


' School of Science and Technology, Victoria Road, Stoke. 


- Street. on Tuesday, December 2nd, at 8.30 
- be read by Dr. J. Stanley White (London) on some recent aspects 
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MipLanp— SussEx— Norra or Brancn: Dartrxcton Drvision.—lic annual 
Bedford Brighton — dinner of the Darlington Division will be held at the King’s Head 
Buckinghamshire {eepeeeens Wertitng Hotel, Derlington, on Tuesday, December 2nd, at 8.15 p.m. Appli- 
Northamptonshire — cation for tickets, price 12s. 6d. (with remittafice), should be made 
| a ag as early as possible to Dr. C. J. Kirk, 22, Westbrook, Derlington, 
a wim AND MonMoUTH- Lewes and East Grinstead or Dr. F. C. Pridham, Chesterfield, Stanhope Road, Darlington. 

Cardiff ULsTER— Sovrnern Brancn: Wincuester Diviston.—A combined meetin 
Monmouthshire Ballymoney, North Antrim, of the Winchester Division and the Wessex Branch of the Britis 
North Glamorgan and and South Derry Dental Association will be held in the City Health Department, 
Brecknock Derry No. 4, The Square, Winchester, on Thursday, December 4th, at 
South-West Wales Belfast 3pm. A paper on oral sepsis will be given by Mr. F. W. Broderick, 
Swansea M.R.C.8., L.D.8., to be followed by a discussion in which it is 


hoped many will take part. Interest will be much increased if 
members will bring notes of illustrative cases; non-members also 
are cordially invited. 

South Wates anp Branca: Swansea Drvisiox.— 


‘The following meetings for the session 1924-25 have been arranged, 


and will be held at the General Hospital at 8.3Q p.m. prompt. 
Dec. 4th. Dr. H. R. Frederick: The History of Anaesthetics. - 
» llth. Medical Clinic. 
Members desirous of reading papers or bringing forward any 


. matter of interest before the Division are requested to communicate 


with the secretaries seven days before the date of meeting. 


Soutu-Western Braxcu: Prtymoutn Dzivision.—Arrangements 
have been made for the undermentioned 


which will be given at the South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital, 


‘Plymouth, at 4 p.m. Tea will be provided after each lecture. 


Dec. Sth. Mr. G. C. F. Robinson: Surgical Diseases of the Tongue. 
» 19th. Dr. A. B. Soltau: Modern Points in the Investigation of Heart 
Diseases, with Electrocardiogram Demonstrations. 
StarrorpsHTrRE Brancu: Norra Srarrorpsurre Drviston.—Dr. 
H. C. Cameron, physician-in-charge of the Children’s Department, 
Guy’s Hospital, will deliver a British Medical Association Lectur 
entitled “ Children’s Diseases from the Practitioner’s Point of 
View ” on Thursday, December 4th, at 4.45 p.m., at the — 
arge 
attendance is hoped for. The address will be followed by a dinner 
at the North Stafford Hotel, at 6.30 (morning dress).- Price of 
ticket (exclusive of wine), 12s. 6d. 


StarrorpsHire Branch: Sovran SrtarrorpsHire Drviston.—The 
second meeting of the session 1924-25 of the South Staffordshire 
Division will be held at the Victoria Hotel, Wolverhampton, on 
Tuesday, December 2nd, at 8.15 for 8.30 p.m. Supper (tickets 


_ 3s. 6d. each, exclusive of wines) will be served at 8.30 p.m. prompt. 


Agenda :—Discussion: The After-results of Gastro-enterostomy for 
Non-malignant Conditions; to be opened by (1) Mr, Deanesly 
(2) Dr. Coleman, (3) Dr. Dyas. Members of other Divisions 

be welcome. — who intend to be present at the supper are 
asked to notify "Dr. J. H. Sheldon (Chairman) forthwith, so that 
arrangements can be made. 


Surrey Brancn: Guitprorp Diviston.—A meeting of the Guild- 


ford Division will be held at the Royal Surrey County poameey 
Guildford, on Thursday, December 4th, at 4 p.m., when Mr, Frank 
Coke, F.R.C.S., will speak on some aspects of asthma. Tea will 
lng at 3.45 p.m. The Executive Committee will meet at 
.25 p.m. 

Sussex Branco: Bricuton Drvision.—The next of the 
Brighton Division will be held at the Regent Café, Clock Tower, 


- Brighton, to-day (Saturday, November 29th), at 8 p.m. Members 


and their friends will be welcome. Those intending to be present 
are asked to notify Dr. Gemmill, 45, Upper Rock Gardens, 
Brighton, as soon as possible, and to forward the amount of the 
tickets, 6s. each. After the supper Mr. H. Adrian Allcroft, M.A., 


_will give an address on “‘ Archaeolatry.” 


Yorxsuire Branch: Harrocate Division.—A meeting of the 
Harrogate Division will take place at the Imperial Café, Parliament 
p-m., when a paper will 


of gland therapy. The lecture will be illustrated by lantern slides. 


Yorxsuire Branch: WAkEFIELD, PonTerract, AND CASTLEFORD 
Division.—At the meeting of the Wakefield, Pontefract, and 
Castleford Division to be held at the Bull Restaurant, Westgate, 
Wakefield, on Thursday, December 18th, at 8.30 p.m., Sir Berkeley 
Moynihan will lecture on the acute abdomen, Supper at 8 p.m, — 


Meetings of Branches and Dibisions, 


YorxsHrre Branch: Braprorp Drviston. 
Tue opening sessional meeting of the Bradford Division was 


held at the Great Northern Victoria Hotel, on November 19th. 
‘The retirin 


chairman, Mr. James Purwuips, inducted the new 
chairman, Dr. J. Scorr (Keighley). A presentation, 
which took the form of a gold cigarette case and a cheque, was 


made to Dr. W. N. West Watson as an appreciation of his 
‘services as Honora 
‘Meetin 


Local General Secretary of the Annual 
of the British Medical Association at Bradford in 


July, 1924. 

The presentation was made by Mr. Basi, Hatt, who said that this 
was from the Bradford Division, and he desired to make it, not 
as President of the Association, but as Dr. West Watson’s 
colleague on the executive of the Division. The idea of inviting the 
Association to Bradford emanated from Dr. West Watson, and 


it was his persistence and enthusiasm which overcame all 
-jndifference and difficulties, and to his very efficient stage manage- 


ment that the success of the Bradford Meeting was largely due. 


ost-graduate lectures, . 
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- te the shortage of hotel accommodation, but mere 


umbilicus, not at McBurney’s point; an attac 


It meant a tremeridous amount of hard work, but he was quite 
sure that it was the kind of work which Dr. West Watson enjoyed. 
Mr. Hall also paid tribute to the work of Mrs. West Watson as 
secret of the Ladies’ Executive Committee. 

Dr. W. N. West Watson, in thanking the Division for the gift, 
said that it was impossible to imagine an Executive Committee who 
could have worked more harmoniously and _ whole-heartedl 
together. The President’s ability, tact, common sense, an 
generosity were all noteworthy factors in the success of the 
meeting. The treasurer (Mr. W. F. —— rformed the by 
no means pleasant task of begging so successfully that they were 
about to repay over 50 per cent. of the guarantee fund. The work 
of the Hospitality Committee was made unusually difficult owin 
romises 0 
private hospitality were obtained than could be utilized; this work 
was most ably done u:der the direction of Dr. Margaret Sharp 
and Dr. R. A. Lankesver. The Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee (Dr. B. Wade), who also acted as transport officer, had 
personally supervised every detail of a —- of excursions, 
the success of which had been testified to by letters from all 
seetets, The Secretary of the Publishing*Committee (Dr. J. H. 

we, F.S.A.) had perfsxsmed a wonderful task in producing the 
Book of Bradford, whicii was now considered to be the most up-to- 
date and complete historical publication dealing with the pe 

The Chairman, Dr. J.E.H. deove, then gave his inaugural address, 
entitled ‘“‘ Some reflections and some morals.’? In it he gave an 
historical sketch of Keighley and its inhabitants, and drew attention 
to the progress of sanitation and the betterment of the water 
supply which he had witnessed gn thirty-five years’ residence 
there. He spoke of many cases of lead poisoning and enteric fever 
of which he had ferreted out the cause, and portrayed several 


local characters ’’ who sat upon the district council, and with a 


witty touch drew attention to their various antipathies, one of 
which was to the erection of public baths. 

The address was both .nieresting and instructive, and it was 
made all the more so by facile phraseology and humorous sketches 


_of Yorkshire character. Dr. MaNnxkNELL proposed a vote of thanks 


to Dr. Scott for his excellent address, which was carried with 


applause. 
Brancn: Suerrieip 

A meetine of the Sheffield Division was held at the University on 
November 14th, when a British Medical Association Lecture was 
delivered by Mr. W. McApam Ecctgs, M.S., F.R.C.S., on abdominal 


‘emergencies. Mr. Garrick Witson, Chairman of the Division, pre- 


sided, and there were upwards of one hundred ladies and gentlemen 
present. Mr. Eccles, before proceeding to the subject of his lecture, 


. referred to the great loss which the Association had sustained by 
_ the death of Dr. G. E. Haslip, its late Treasurer, 


Lecture on Abdominal Emergencies. 
First referring to the comparative frequency of acute abdominal 
conditions, Mr. McApam Ecctes tabulated them as follows: 


Acute appendicitis per cent. 


2. Intestinal obstruction ... 


6. Acute pancreatitis 
There were certain features which were common to every type 
of “acute abdomen.” Two of these stood out pre-emment 
—namely, ‘“‘acuteness,”’ and, if he might coin the word, 
“‘ abdominalism ”’; the first being evidenced by sudden onset and 


- rapid development of signs and symptoms, and the second by the 


fact that the abdomen was obviously the site of the lesion. 
Dealing first with acute appendicitis, the lecturer said the actual 
number of cases was on the increase, and the mortality was still 
far too high, chiefly because of delay in diagnosis and treatment. 
A typical case omnes but little difficulty in early diagnosis. 
There was sudden onset, abdominal pain, frequently near the 
mbil k of vomiting ; a steady 
rise in the pulse rate up to perhaps 120 or more in a child; 
temperature also rising, but not in proper relation to the pulse 
rate, tenderness over the lower right half of the abdomen, with 


-marked rigidity of the lower segment of the right rectus. These 


signs were sufficient to diagnose appendicitis in its early stage and 
to call for operation at once. 

After dealing with the various forms of hernia, he went on to 
speak of the perforations. Nothing gave rise to an “ acuter 
abdomen ” than the’rupture of a hollow viscus. In a patient with 
sudden — pain in the upper half of the abdomen, vomiting, 
small and rapid pulse, rigidity of the abdominal wail, and par- 


_ticularly of the upper half of the right rectus, it was much better 


to explore for a perforated ulcer of stomach or duodenum than to 
wait for advanced signs such as loss of liver dullness or evidence 
of free fluid in the abdomen. In cholecystitis there was o1_en 
a history of attacks pointing to gall stones. As a rule ihe 
onset of symptoms due to an acute inflammation of the gail 
bladder was rapid: some pain in the right hypochondrium, 
pain referred in some cases to the right scapular region, vomiting, 
and muscular rigidity in the upper half of the right rectus. 
A tumour might be palpated near the right ninth cosial cartilage 
where it joins the eighth. The tumour moved downwards with 
inspiration. If all these points were present a sure diagnosis 
could be made, and a prompt operation would gave life. 

Mr. McAdam Eccles then dealt with the subject of torsion of 
pedicles, and went on to speak of acute pancreatitis. In this there 
was one characteristic sign, occurring even in the early stages 
which served to distinguish this cause of an acute abdomen from. 
all others. The patient’s face and extremities were distinctly 
syanosed and there might be some dyspnoea; further, there might 


be a slight icteric tinge of the conjunctivae. The remainder of a 
most interesting lecture was devoted to a brief review of “ the 
colics ’’—intestinal, renal, and biliary. 


Discussion. 

In the discussion which followed, Dr. Nats disagreed with the 
statement that a rapid pulse always accompanied acute pain, ang 
quoted a case of ruptured gastric ulcer in which he had found the 
pulse to be 72 per minute; he had also seen two cases of ruptured 

estation in which the pulse remained slow for many hows, 
bdominal catastrophe must not be excluded because the pulse 
was slow. 

Mr. R. Sr. L. Brockman said that it was easy to see from the list 
of the reletive frequency of the acute abdominal conditions that 
Mr. Eccles did not practise in Sheffield. In his experience there 
cholecystiiis came second to acute appendicitis. With regard tg 
perforations, he believed that witi: the exception of a few cases in 
the young under 20 years, and with still fewer cases in the very 
old, the vast majority of perforations give clear and definite 
warning of the approach of the catastrophe. The pain became more 
acute, more persistent, and was not relieved by any remedies as 
heretofore. At this stage there were no signs of peritonitis, but 
a definite band of acute hyperaesthesia over the ninth and tenth 
dorsal nerves. If opened at this stage the ulcer was found with a 
thin layer of peritoneum over it only. He disagreed with the 
practice of incising and draining the pancreas in acute pan. 
creatitis. It was better and quite sufficient to drain the gall 
bladder. 

Mr. Curr also disagreed with Mr. Eccles’s table of frequency of 
acute abdominal conditions. In his opinion cholecystitis came 
second to acute ge mer while perforated gastric ulcer followed 
very closely on cholecystitis, acute intestinal obstruction comi 
fourth. With regard to acute pancreatitis, he much _ prefer 
draining the gali bladder to draining the pancreas, though if time 
allowed it was better to drain both. 

Dr. R. K. Rosertson said it was not always easy to diagnose 
between acute appendicitis and acute pneumonia. He thought that 
a test for leucocytosis was worth while in these cases. 

In proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. McAdam Eccles for his 
interesting paper, Mr. Fincn said he had sometimes found brady. 
cardia in acute abdominal conditions, and it was not safe to wait 
for the pulse to increase. The vote of thanks was seconded by 
Mr. Curr, and carried with acclamation. 


MetropotitaN Counties Branco: LewisHam Drvision. 
A MEETING of the Lewisham: Division was held on October 2st, at 
the Parish Room, St. Laurence Vicarage, Catford, when Dr. J. J, 
ConyBEaRE read a paper on heredity as a factor in disease. 
Dr. Conybeare pointed out the difficulties in studying this 
uestion in man owing to the length of the reproductive cycle, and 
the tendency for people to conceal relatives suffering from mental 
variations from the normal. He referred to the good work by 
Professor Karl Pearson in determining biometrical laws which were 
more easily investigated in plants and animals, and discussed the 
inheritance of parental characteristics and the occurrence of 
dominant and recessive qualities. He pointed out that haemophilia 
and night-blindness were inherited, but that cancer and _ tuber 
culosis were at present in doubt. The calf of a tuberculous cov, 
if removed from its mother, had been shown to be no more liable 
to tuberculosis than the calf of a healthy mother. Similarly, if 
infants were removed from tuberculous mothers only 3 per cent. 
developed tuberculosis, whereas if no such removal occurred 50 per 
cent. became tuberculous. He cited an example of an inheritance 
of arterio-sclerosis. A man had died at the age of 62 from 
cerebral haemorrhage : three of his four sons died similarly at the 
ages of 67, 69, and 70 respectively, each having had a different 
occupation. The inheritance of Huntingdon’s chorea was illus 
trated by the case of six men who left Lincolnshire for America 
in the seventeenth century, and had suffered from this complaint. 
Three of these were brothers, and up to date 962 descendants 
with this disease had been traced. Huntingdon’s chorea developed 
at the age of about 40, and so did not tend to die out, since 
children were born before it developed in the parents. Some 
inherited diseases developed earlier in each generation, and 
might be eradicated. Acholuric jaundice had been traced through 
five generations, and alcaptonuria, muscular dystrophies, my* 
tonia atrophica, cataract, and dipsomania were said to be inherited 
diseases. é 
Drs. F, A. Beatrme, O. J. B. Bucnay, G. W. Cuarstey, 8. 
Cuase, J. Gitcurist, and Janet Gray took part in the discussie, 
At a meeting of the Division on November 18th at the Paris 
Room, St. Laurence Vicarage, Catford, the following resolution 
the Representative Body was put to the meeting and agreed to: 
“That when a course of ambulance lectures is desired in order te 
fulfil or supplement the requirements laid down in Section ¢ 
Workmen’s Gompensation Act, 1923, the fee should be a yy 
one guinea per lecture, with an additional fee of 1s. per head for e : 
member of the class in excess of twenty-one.” i 
The Hospital Savings Association scheme was discussed 
referred to the next meeting of the Division. Mr. F. Davipson oop 
demonstrated ‘‘ the supermicroscope.” This is a compound m 
scope system. The eyepiece is a microscope that magnifies 4 
image formed by onaiher objective. The objective of high 7 ¢ 
caiion, 1/6 or more, is constructed to work at normal tube : 
The magniiication is varied by adjusting the distance << ai 
from the primary objective. In low-power work the wor ing oF 


tance can be varied considerably. Two microscopes were exhitl 
.—one showing tubercle bacilli magnified by 8,000, the othe 
cythaemia magnified by 4,C00, using 1/12in. objective. Drs. ‘ford 
Bracken, Jones, Tuomson (Lewisham), and T1omson (Dep 
joined in the discussion, 
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GENERAL COUNCIL 


MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION. 
WINTER SESSION, 1924. 


Tue one hundred and twentieth session of the General 
Medical Council was opened at 44, Hallam Street, W., on 
November 25th. The President, Sir Donat» MacA.tster, 
K.C.B., was in the chair. 

Mr. Samuel Osborn, F.R.C.S., was introduced as a repre- 
sentative of the Society of Apothecaries for one year from 
August 12th, 1924, and Dr. Ashley Watson Mackintosh, 
M.D., F.R.C.P.E., as representative of the Univevsity of 
Aberdeen from November 11th, 1924, to December 13th, 
1926. 

PRESIDENT’s ADDRESS. 

Sir Donatp MacAxister then delivered the following 
address from the chair: 

Gentlemen,—You will already have learned with regret 
that, since our last session in May, two much esteemed 
members of the Council have been removed by death: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Benjamin B. Connolly, C.B., of the 
Society of Apothecaries, after a long and honourable career 
in the military service of the Crown, became our kindly 
colleague and friend six years ago. Sir Sydney Russell- 
Wells, of the University of London, who joined the Council 
at the same time, -and was from the outset eager to take 
part in its activities, was suddenly and untimely cut off in 
the full tide of his parliamentary, academic, and pro- 
fessional life. Another eminent colleague, Dr. Matthew 
Hay, of the University of Aberdeen, who became a member 
in 1919, has resigned, I am sorry to say, largely on the 
ground of health. His professional distinction as a leader 
in sanitary science and preventive medicine added greatly to 
the repute of the Council, and in particular of its Public 
Health Committee. It is fortunate that we were able to 
profit by his enlightened co-operation in framing the im- 
proved Rules for Diplomas in Public Health, which the 
Council, at the instance of that Committee, has recently 
promulgated. We trust that freedom from some of his 
onerous official duties may conduce to his recovery. 
Professor W. H. Gilmour, appointed in 1921 by the Privy 
Council as an additional member under the Dentists Act 
of that year, retires on ceasing to be a member of the first 
Dental Board. His experience in questions of dental educa- 
tion enabled him to contribute effectively to the working out 
of the new dental curriculum. If circumstances should here- 
after admit of his return to office the Council will be glad 
to welcome him back again. 

Meanwhile it will be your pleasure to welcome the new 
members who join us this session to carry on the work of 
the old. Mr. Samuel Osborn, representing the Society of 
Apothecaries, is a worthy representative also of the Red 
Cross, under which he has won high honours in many lands. 
Professor Asliley Watson Mackintosh holds the Regius 
Chair of Medicine in Aberdeen, formerly occupied by our 
late colleague, Dr. David Finlay, and therein maintains 
the fine traditions of the northern school. The University of 
London sends us Dr. Herbert Lightfoot Eason, C.B., C.M.G., 
superintendent and senior ophthalmic surgeon of Guy’s 
Hospital, whose knowledge of his special branch of surgery 
will, I doubt not, be drawn upon by the Council when 
matters relating to the medical curriculum and its limita- 
tions are in hand. The new additional member appointed 
by the Privy Council under the Dentists Act, 1921, is Mr. 
William Robert Ackland, who has lately been elected to the 
Dental Board. We shall hope to make his acquaintance 
during this session. The election of six direct representa- 
tives, to take office as from January Ist, 1925, has been 
held during the present month. I ‘am not yet officially 
apprised of the results, except those for Scotland and 
Ireland. There it is known that our old friends Sir Norman 


Walker and Dr. Leonard Kidd have been elected without 
Opposition, and we may therefore still count (accidents 
apart) on finding them in their accustomed places next year, 


Of the four remaining members it would not become me, 
as returning officer, to go beyond an expression of satis- 
faction that they remain with us till the end of this year, 
at least. We shall learn more regarding the future direct 
representatives when we receive the return of the English 
Branch Council this afternoon. 


Irish Free State. 

The position as regards the Irish Free State is not yet 
authoritatively determined. Legislation, which was deemed 
necessary to remove doubts and to establish an explicit 
basis for complementary Government action in this country, 
has been initiated in the Irish Parliament, but it has not 
yet been carried through its final stages. Pending the com- 
pletion of such legislation, the Irish Government asked in 
August last for an assurance that the position, as regards 
the General Medical Council, would ‘ continue unchanged 
for the present.’’? Acting on the advice of the Executive 
Committee, which had considered the general question on 
July 28th, I forwarded to the Lord President, for com- 
munication to the Free State Government through the 
Colonial Office, an assurance that “ all procedure respecting 
elections, registration of students and practitioners, etc., 
shall continue, until the meeting of the General Council in 
November next, as if the Medical Acts were in undisputed 
force and effect in the Free State.’’ This assurance has been 
duly implemented by me, on the authority of the Executive 
Committee; but it will now fall to the Council itself to 
consider the question, after receiving in camera such 
information on the subject as is at present at my disposal. 


Italy. 

As I reported to you in my last address, the Executive 
Committee have been conducting negotiations, through the 
Privy Council and the Foreign Office, with the Italian 
Government on the question of reciprocity with this country. 
By the operation of a recent Italian law the privilege of 
practising in Italy, hitherto accorded to British practi- 
tioners, has veen practically abrogated, while the privileges 
accorded by this country to Italian practitioners remain 
intact. Considerable delay, apparently due to departmental 
difficulties, has arisen in the conclusion of a ‘‘ special agree- 
ment ’? which would have the effect of restoring normal 
reciprocal relations. We have now been notified that an 
assurance has been given to the British Ambassador, by the 
Acting Director-General of Political Affairs at the Italian 
Foreign Ministry, that the difficulties in question have been 
surmounted, that the general tenor of the “ special agrec- 
ment ’’ is approved, and that an official reply in that sense 
may be expected at an early date. We are informed that 
a considerable number of British practitioners are in the 
meantime detrimentally affected by the existing restrictions, 
and if a remedy is not speedily provided it will be the duty 
of the Executive Committee to propose to the Lord Presi- 
dent of the Privy Council that steps should be taken to 
determine the application to Italy of Part II of the Medical 
Act, 1886. 

Canada: Saskatchewan. 

A similar position has arisen in the Canadian Province of 
Saskatchewan, with which we have hitherto been in rela- 
tions of reciprocity. A local law has been passed, apparently 
in ignorance of its sweeping effect, restricting provincial 
registration to British practitioners who are ‘ duly regis- 
tered by the General Medical Council of Great Britain 
after examination by the said Council.’? As the Council 
does not itself examine applicants for registration here, this 
provision excludes from provincial registration all who are 
henceforth admitted to our Iegister, and thereby abolishes 
reciprocal recognition. Inasmuch as practitioners licensed 
after examination by the provincial authorities still continue 
to be registrable in this country, it is clear that either the 
new provincial law must be amended, or the privilege 
extended to the Province of Saskatchewan must be dis- 
continued. The position has been clearly explained to the 
local authorities and to the Dominion Medical Council, and 
the Executive Committee will await their considered replies, 
and also that of the New Brunswick Council, which has 
proposed a somewhat similar restriction on reciprocity, 
before making formal representations to the Privy Council 


on the subject. 


 Qst, at | 
Dr. J.J, 
e. : 
ing this 
yele, and 
1 mental | 
work by 
ich were | 
issed the 
rence of 
mophilia 
tuber: 
ous cow, 
re liable 
ilarly, if 
per cent. 
d 50 per 
heritance 
62 from 
ly at the 
different 
ras illus 
America | 
omplaint. 
cendanis | 
leveloped 
ut, since | 
s. Some | 
and $0 
through 
ps, mye 
inherited 
y, R. 
UssiOn. 
e Parish 
ution of 
| 
1 order 
29 of the 
nimum | 
for every | | 
ssed and | 
gon 
1d micro | 
rifies the 
length 
‘king 
BEA 
Deptford) | 


202 Nov. 29, 1924] 


National Insurance: The Royal Commission. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Indian Universities. 

The Executive Committee at the May Session considered 
the reports on the course of study and examinations for 
the medical degrees of four Indian universities furnished 
by Colonel Needham, the Official Inspector appointed by the 
Indian Government and approved by the Council. In tho 
case of two universities, the Punjab and Calcutta, it was 
agreed that, on the fulfilment of certain conditions, the 
recognition by this Council of the M.B., B.S. degree for 
registration in this country, which is required under 
Section 13 of the Medical Act, 1886, should be continued 
till November 30th, 1924. The Inspector reports that the 
conditions are in course of being fulfilled by the Punjab 
University, and the Committee has resolved to continue 
recognition of its degrees, under the same conditions, till 
November 30th, 1925. 

The University of Calcutta would appear to be indifferent 
to the recognition of its degrees as qualifications registrable 
in the British Register, for it has not seen its way to fulfil 
the conditions accepted by the other Indian universities; 
nor has it, as they have done, afforded the Inspector the 
facilities necessary to enable him to report on the methods 
and standards it adopts in respect of the final examinations 
in medicine, surgery, and midwifery. Accordingly, in the 
absence of the data required to justify the Council in con- 
tinuing to offer the guarantee laid down in the Medical Act, 
1886, the recognition of Calcutta degrees in medicine and 
surgery will automatically lapse on November 30th. Degrees 
granted by the University of Calcutta after that date will 
not confer a title to registration qualifying for practice in 
the United Kingdom, 


Allegations of Advertising. 

The publication of the Council’s Warning Notice on the 
subject of advertising has been followed by a number of 
communications, many of them anonymous or “ confiden- 
tial,”’ calling attention to alleged infractions of the Notice. 
These communications are as a rule unaccompanied by any 
evidence that the alleged “‘ advertisement ”? was directly or 
indirectly procured, sanctioned, or acquiesced in by the 
medical practitioner concerned. In some cases the “ adver- 
tisement ”’ has been indignantly disclaimed and repudiated 
by the practitioner named therein, by letters addressed to 
the Council and to the persons responsible for its publica- 
tion. It should be understood by the profession and the 
public that the Council, as a judicial body, cannot institute 
an inquiry into the conduct of a practitioner unless some 
substantial prima facie evidence implicating him is sub- 
mitted for its consideration. Vague charges, which the 
complainant cannot or will not support by any such 
evidence, must necessarily be ignored by the Council. 

Your time during this session will, as usual in November, 
be mainly occupied in considering cases of discipline, in 
which the Penal Cases Committee have found that evidence 
calling for inquiry, and for answer on the part of a 
practitioner, is forthcoming. 

To meet the convenience of the additional members of the 
Council, the dental business of the session will be taken on 
Friday of this week. So far as can be foreseen that busi- 
ness may be completed in one day, and the session may 
accordingly end within the week. 


[The result of the polling in the election of four direct 
representatives for England and Wales upon the General 
Medical Council will be found in the Journat at page 1017.] 


THE DENTAL BOARD. 


A session of the Dental Board of the United Kingdo 

on November 11th with an address by the findaeen (the Rieke 
Hon. F. D. AcLAND), who, among other matters, touched on the 
question of free choice of dentists under the arrangements of 
approved, co-operative, and other societies for roviding dental 
aid for their members. Mr. Acland said that the Board was of 
opinion that patients should be allowed to select the practi- 
tioner whose advice they desired to seek, provided the dentist 
in question was prepared to enter into the arrangements made 
by the society for remuneration. Numerous complaints had been 
received, however, that patients of one practitioner had been, 


Lane, W.C2, 


through the agency of a society, transferred to another. It wag 
difficult for the Board to take action except upon a definite 
complaint that whatever had been done on behalf of a practi- 
tioner amounted to advertising or canvassing. Another matter 
mentioned by the Chairman was that the bursaries provided by 
the Board (which, in really necessitous cases, furnished not only 
the necessary fees, books, and instruments, but also maintenance 
during the curriculum) had been brought to the attention of the 
education authorities by means of a circular letter, but the 
applications had not hitherto been sc numerous as might have 
been expected, and the Board had not been obliged to refuse 
any applications owing to want of funds. 


Dentists’ Announecments.—The business of the session was mainly 
occupied with disciplinary cases in wifich objection had been taken 
to the method adopted by certain dental practitioners to announce 
their practice. Several of them were said to have placarded their 
premises with their names and other words in letters of consider. 
able size and to have repeated the signs an unnecessary number 
of times. None of the offenders were struck off the Dentists 
Register, but some were cautioned and were required to submit 
photographs of their premises after a short period showing the 
effect of the alterations which they promised to make or upon 
which the Board had insisted. In one case the Chairman said that 
the Board had come io the conclusion that ile dentist com- 
plained of had done as much as he thought he could safely do to 
offend against the views of the Board with regard to announce- 
ments of practice. This case was adjourned until the next session 
in order that in the meantime the dentist might consider his 
position. The Chairman stated that it was the policy of the Board 
to pursue steadily iis objective—that of reducing announcements 
of dentists’ practices to what would be customary in the case of 
other professions. 

Practice by Unregistered Pcrsons.—It was reported to the Board 
that copies of the Dentists Registcr had been furnished to the 
chief constables, with a request that they would make inquiries 
in their area as to any person practising dentistry whose name 
did not appear on the Register and would report to the Board. 
The result was that a very large number of communications had 
been received from the police; in the majority of cases these 
related to persons whose names had been restored to the Register 
since it was issued, but this indicated the seriousness with which 
the police had taken up the matter. The police had instituted 
proceedings successfully in thirteen cases in England and Wales and 
three in Scotland, and penalties had been imposed. As a result 
of this action there was every reason to hope that the absolute 
necessity of registration in order to practise dentistry had been 
brought home to all those concerned. During the present year the 
Board itseif had instituted prosecutions successfully in thirty-seven 


cases. 


From the list of members of the new Dental Board — in y 


Supprement of November 15th (p. 186) the name of Mr. W. R. 
Ackland was, by an unfortunate inadvertence, omitted. Mr. 
Ackland is one of the members elected to the Board by the qualified 


dentists practising in England and Wales. 


Pational Insurance. 
“THE ROYAL COMMISSION. 


Tue seventh meeting of the Royal Commission on National 
Health Insurance was held at the Home Office, Whitehall, on 
November 20th, with Lord Lawrence of Kingsgate in the chair. 
Mr. E. J. Strohmenger, Accountant-General of the Ministry of 
Health, was examined on a variety of matters relating to the 
financial and accounting arrangements of the scheme of National 
Health Insurance. Thereafter a beginning was made with the 
examination of the representatives of the Hearts of Oak Benefit 
Society—Mr. Hezekiah Dudley, chairman of the Executive 
Council, and Mr. J. P. Lewis, secretary. 

al evidence given at the meeting of November 6th is now 
ate ‘ts proof foam (price 1s. 6d.) at H.M. Stationery Office, 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


LONDON PANEL COMMITTEE. 
Dinner and Dance. 

Tue fifth annual dinner and dance of the Panel Committee for the 
County of London will be held at the Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen Street, W.C.2, on Thursday, December 4th, at 7 p.my 
reception 6.30. The dinner and dance are open to all practi- 
tioners and their friends. Tickets (ladies and gentlemen, £1 Is. 
each, exclusive of wines) may be obtained from any member of 
the Committee or of Dr. H. W. Latham, dinner secretary, 2, Hem- 
ingford Road, Barnsbury, N.1, or from Dr. ©, L. Battesomy 
Secretary, London Panel Committee, Staple House, 51, Chancery* 
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Correspondence, 


Capacity for Work.”’ 
Sm,—The circumstances of the case of his patient, detailed 
by Dr. Dunkerley in the SuppLeMENT of November 22nd (p. 195), 


constitute a glaring example of the contemptuous manner in 


which approved societies systematically flout insurance practi- 
tioners’ certification. Surely the data of Dr. Dunkerley’s 
inscription ought to have been sufficient to protect the insured 
atient from an implication of conspiring to obtain disablement 
enefit by subscribing to a fraudulent incapacity declaration. 
Again, the arbitrary right of initiative serves, in this case, 
to illustrate the insensate folly of inciting approved societies to 
“make full use of any information within their knowledge . . . 
especially that which may be derived from the appropriate use 
of sick visitors’ reports,’’ on which to challenge the bona fide 
* certification of incapacity by panel practitioners.”’ 

If the District Regional Medical Officer, on whom the 
mandamus was served, is a sensible referee, he will, as soon as 
he receives Dr. Dunkerley’s short history of the illness and 
report on the present condition of the insured member, notify 
the approved society that, being satisfied of the insured person's 
“complete incapacity for work,’’ he proposes to dispense with 
a formal examination; and he might very well add, ‘‘ which, 
if undertaken, would be a waste of time that might be devoied 
to consultant purposes.”’ 

It is high time that insurance practitioners should be pro- 
tected from the arbitrary operation of a system of supereroga- 
tive espionage over their work, which, being solely within the 
right of a lay body of ancilliary administrators to initiate, would 
not be tolerated by the profession in any other form of medical 
service in the country; it would raise such a volume of 
declamation against the perpetuation of an anomaly of medical 
administration, which is derogatory to the dignity, reflects upon 
the integrity, and asperses the honour of a noble profession 
as would fill our elected representatives of collective unionism 
with apprehension and trepidation at the prospect of a senti- 
mental ‘‘ strike ’’ in order to conserve, and preserve, inviolate 
the ancient traditions of the medical profession.—I am, etc., 

Eastbourne, Noy. 22nd. Wma. Murr SMiru. 


Habal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
StRGEON LIEUTENANT COMMANDER F. H. Vey to the Vernon, temporary. 
—— Lieutenants K. V. Francis to the Veronica; R. Burns to the 
epulse, 
Surgeon Lieutenant A.W. McRorie to be Surgeon Lieutenant Commander, 
To be Surgeon Lieutenant for short service; R. G. Anthony. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 

The following Lieutenant-Colonels retire on retired pay: H. M. Morton, 
C.B.E., D.S.O., and is granted the rank of Coionel; A. D. Waring. 

Majors to be Lieutenant-Colonels: G. A. K. H. Reed vice Lieut.-Colonel 
H. M. Morton, C.B.E., D.S.0., to retired pay; Brevet Lieut.-Colonel J. M. H. 
Conway, D.S.O., vice Lieut-Colonel A. D. Waring to retired pay. 

Captain W. E. K. Coles relinquishes the temporary rank of Major on 
ceasing to be employed as Deputy Assistant Director of Pathology. 

Captains to be Majors, July 26th, 1924: B. Price, D.S.0.. with 
precedence next below E. P. Aliman Smith, 0.B.E., M.C.; (Brevet Major) 
H. F., Panton, D.S.0., M.C., with precedence next below L. Dunbar, 
ee for the netification in the London Gazette, August 

Captain J. Biggam, M.C., is restored to the establishment. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Flight Lieutenant (honorary Squadron Leader) F. W. Squair to No. 111 
uadron, Duxford. 
light Lieutenant T. P. Harpur to R.A.F. Depot. 

Flying Officers A, Harvey to Inland Area Aircraft Depot, Henlow; J. B. 
Gregor, R. T. F. Grace, and G. P. O'Connell to the Baghdad Combined 
Hospital; L. P. McCullagh to Station Commandant, Irak; S. G. Gilmore 
and R. H. Stanbridge to Basrah Combined Hospital. 

Flying Officer C. V. D. Rose is promoted to the rank of Flight Lieutenant. 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: SvpPLeMENTARy RESERVE. 
RoyaL ARMy MeEpIcaL Corps. 


Captain W. S. Dawson, late R.A.M.C. Spec. Res., to be Lieutenant. 
To be Lieutenants: Lieutenant C. W. adger, late R.G.A. Spec. Res.: 


Lieutenant C. C, H. Chavasse, from R.A.M.C. Regular Army Reserve of 


cers, 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 
fruieut.-Colonel W. M. Anderson, C.I.E.,.an Agency Surgeon, on return 
rom leave, is posted as Residency Surgeon, Hyderabad (September 25th). 
Major M, A. Nicholson, an o ciating Agency Surgeon, is posted as 
idency Surgeon, Bushire (September 19th). 

Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Kenrick has retired July 28th). 

In modification of a notification dated eptember 26th, 1924, Colonel 

onths’ leave on private affairs preparatory to retir nt, wit 

effect from October 8th, 194. 
coieut.-Colonel T. 8. Novis to be Honorary Surgeon to the Viceroy, vice 
Olonel R. Heard, appointed Honorary Surgeon to the King. 


Captain L. K. roy =! relinquishes the acting rank of Major on ceasing 


en sep as Registrar of an Indian General Hospital (September 


Lieut.-Colonel N. W. Macworth has retired (August 25th). 
Lieutenant Ronald McRobert to be Captain. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF (CFFICERS. 
ARMY MepicaL Corps. 

Colonel H. T. Challis, V.D., having attained the age limit, is retired, 
and retains the rank of Colonel, with permission to wear the prescribed 
uniform. 

Lieut.-Colonel A. M. H. Gray, C.B.E., T.D. (supernumerary for service 
—  ‘eapenaeed of London 0O.T.C.), from active list, to be Lieutenant- 

olonel. 

Lieut.-Colonels T. Forrest, T.D., T. A. Green, D.S.O., and H. A. Rudvard, 
T.D., having attained the age limit, are retired and retain the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, with permission to wear the prescribed uniform. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
Royat ARMy MepicaL Corps, 
Cadet D. Jack (Edinburgh University 0.T.C.) to be Lieutenant, 


MILITIA, 
Roya, ArMy MepicaL Corps, 
Captain A. D. d’Avray to be Major. 


VACANCIES. 


CuHarRInG Cross Hospitat, W.C.2.—Resident Medical Officer. Salary £400 
per annum, 

CroyDON GENERAL HospitaL.—Honorary Orthopaedic Surgeon. 

DERBYSHIRE Royal INFIRMARY, Derby.—(1) Honorary Assistant Surgeon. 
(2) Ophthalmic House-Surgeon; salary £200 per annum. 

Devon MENTAL HospitaL, Exminster.—Junior Assistant Medical Officer 
(male). Salary £300 per annum, rising to £350, 

GorDoN Hospital, Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W.—Resident House-Surgeon. 
Salary at the rate of £75 per annum, 

GROsVeNoR SANAaTORIUM, Ashford, Kent.—Second Assistant Medical Officer 
(male, unmarried). Salary £250. 

HAMPSTEAD GENERAL AND NortH-West Lonpon Hospitat, Haverstock Hill, 
N.W.—(1) House-Physician. (2) House-Surgeon. (3) Casualty Medical 
Officer. (4) Casualty Surgical Officer. Salary at the rate of £100 per 
annum each. 

HERMITAGE SANATORIUM, Whitwell, Isle of Wight.—Resident Medical Officer. 
Commencing salary £350. 

HospitaL FOR SIcK CHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.—(1) House- 
Surgeon. (2) House-Physician. Unmarried. Salary £50 for six months. 

Kent County MentaL Hospitat, Maidstone.—Assistant Medical Officer 
(male). Commencing salary £300 per annum. 

LEAMINGTON Spa: WARNEFORD GENERAL HospitaL.—Resident House-Physician, 
Salary £150 per annum. 

Lonpon Lock HospitaL, Harrow Road, W.—(1) Second House-Surgeon at 

— the female hospital; salary £150 per annum. (2) Clinical Assistantships 
in Out-patient Department. 

LONDON TEMPERANCE HospitaL, Hampstead Road, N.W.1.—R.M.O. (male). 
Salary at the rate of £175 per annum. 

Lonpon UNIversITy.—University Chair of Pathology, tenable at the London 
(Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for Women, Salary £800 per 
annum, 

MAncHESTER: HospitaL.—Research Worker for 
investigations on cancer. Stipend £500 per annum. 

MancHester: Eccles AND Patricrort HospitaL.—Male 
Salary £200. 

MANCHESTER IlOsPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AND DISFASES OF THE THROAT AND 
Cuest.—Resident Medical Officer for the In-patient Department, Bowdon. 
Salary £200 per annum. 

MancHester Royal InriRMARY.—(1) Resident Medical Officer. Salary £200 
per annum, (2) Honorary Assistant Radiologist and Electro-therapeutist. 

Mitten GeneRAL HospitaL FOR SOuTH-East Lonpon, Greenwich Road, 8.E.10. 

—Part-time Assistant to Out-patient Department. Salary £150 per annum, 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH.—Medical Officer (woman) on the Staff. Salary £600 
per annum, rising to £1,100, and bonus. ; a ‘ 

: INFIRMARY AND County Hospitat.— ouse-Surgeon. 

O7nd) Obatetrte House-Physician. Salary at the rate of £120 per annum 
each. 

PopLaR HospPitaL For Accipents, E.14.—Honorary Surgeon. 

GENERAL Hospital, Tottenham, N.15.—Clinical Assistants 

Medical, Gynaecology, Ear, Nose and Throat, Eye, Skin, 
and X-Ray and Electrical 

TEEN : SPITAL FOR THE East END ratford, E.15.-~ esident 

(2) House-Physician. (3) Two House-Surgeons. 
(4) Obstetric House-Surgeon. (5) House-Physician and Casualty Officer. 

RorHerHim Hospitat.—Honorary Radiologist. 

Roya Free Hospitat, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.—Surgical and Gynaecological 
Registrar. Salary £250 per annugn. : 

St. Gites’s HospitaL, Camberwell, S.E.5.—Consultant Dental Surgeon. 

St. JoHN’s HosPrtaL FOR DISEASES OF THE SKIN, Leicester Square, W.C.2.— 
(1) Honorary Assistant Physician, (2) Honorary Medical Registrar. 

St. PeTer’s HospitaL, Henrietta Street, W.C.2.—Clinical Assistant. 

Seimen’s HospitaL Society, Greenwich, S8.E.—(1) House - Physician, 
(2) House-Surgeon at the Dreadnought Hospital, Greenwich. Males. 
Salary at the rate of £150 per and 

LIVERS Facutty OF MEepIcine.—Assistant Pathologist to the 
Demonstrator of Pathology in the University, 
ary £500 per annum. 

INFIRMARY, Stafford.—House-Surgeon (male). 
Salary at the rate of £150 per annum. = 

West END HospitaL For Nervous Diseases, W.1.—(1) Assistant Physician. 
(2) Laryngologist. (3) Otologist. 

West LONDON Hospital, Hammersmith Road, W.6.—(1) House-Physician, 
(2) House-Surgeon. (3) Aural House-Surgeon. (4) Resident Casually 
Officer. Males. Salary at the rate of £109 per annum. 

Wican InrirMiry.—Third House-Surgeon (male). Salary at the rate of 
£150 per annum, 
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Wittespen PaRisH.—Resident Assistant Medical Officer (mal t Park 
Royal Hospital, Acton Lane. Salary £ ay a 
amounting to £80 6s. 6d.).— 
YINDSOR: Kine Epwarp VII Hospitat.—Juni { 
Salary at the rate of £100 per annum. ee ee 


CerTIFYING Factory SuRGEONS.—The Chief Ins 
4 5 pector of Factories announces 
(Fo — vacant appointments: Coalville (Leicester), Kirriemuir 


This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisem 
sement columns, 
will found. To ensure notice in this 
umn advertisements must be received not later tha 
post on Z'uesday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Davies, W. J., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond ifyi 
AVIN, Lewis H., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., House-Physician to tl i 
gg for Diseases of the Heart and Victoria. Pak 
— J sug F., F.R.C.S.Eng., Assistant Surgeon, Royal Albert Hospital, 
QuEEN CHARLOTTE’s MateRNITy Hosprtat, Marylebone Road, N 
Resident Medical Oficer: E. D. Cargill, M.A. B.Gh. 
an ent ‘gi Officers: Roy M. Saunders, M.B., Ch.B., A. G. Storey, 
-A., M.B., B.Ch. 
MEDICAL REFEREES UNDER THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION A i 
M.D., for the districts of the Blackpool end ‘Kirsham Coumty Gourts 
Circuit No. 4), vice Dr. L. G. 8S. Molloy, resigned; Archibald C 
fcMaster, M.B., F.R.C.S., for the districts of Daventry and Rugby 
County Courts (Circuit No. 23), vice Dr. Clement Dukes, resigned. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES. 


Society or MeEpicine.—Section of Ortho ies: 

) paedics: Tues., 8. .m. 

Diagnosis and Treatment of Affections of the 
oint; to be opened by Mr. P. Jenner Verrall. Section of Pathology: 
Laboratory Meeting at the London Hospital, E.l, Tues., 8.30 p.m. 
Professor W. Bulloch: Disinfection of Catgut; Dr. G. T. Western: 
Diagnosis of Gonorrhoea by Cultures; Dr. P. Fildes: Preparation of 
Serum for Culture Media; Professor H. E. Roaf: Analysis of Colour 
Blindness ; Dr. W_ A. M. Smart: Nomography applied to Medicine: 
Professor W. Wright: Specimens; Mr. F. A. Hocking: Inaccuracy of 
Syringes; Professor H. M. Turnbull and Dr. Dorothy S. Russell: 
Specimens. Section of Surgery: Wed., 8.30 p.m., Discussion : Diagnosis 
of eae «sod Disease of the Thyroid Gland; to be opened by Mr. James 
Berry, ollowed by Messrs. Wilfred Trotter, A. J. Walton, T. P. Dunhill 
Dr. G. W. Nicholson, Sir Charters Symonds. There wi!l be a demon. 
stration of specimens and microscopic slides, arranged by Mr. Berr 
and Dr. Williamson, pathologist to the Royal Free Hospital, during the 
afternoon, from 3 p.m. Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology : Thurs 
8 p.m., Specimen—Mr. Sidney Forsdike: Vesical Calculus forming on 
Foreign Body. Papers—Mr. Arthur Crook: Incidence of Glycosuria 
during Pregnancy; Professor Louise McIlroy: The Treatment of Shock 
and the Relative Loss of Heat and Loss of Weight in the Newborn 
Sections of Dermatology, Laryngology, and Odonto ogy: Thurs., 8 p.m , 
Joint Discussion: Focal Sepsis in Relation to Diseases of the Skin: 
Openers: Mr. J. F; O'Malley (Laryngology); Dr. H. W. Barber (Derma- 
tology), Sir b (Odontology). Section of Laryngology: 
ases. Section of Otology: Sat., 9.15 a.m., and 

MANCHESTER MepicaL Society, The University, Manchester.—Wed., 4.30 
Discussion: Chronic Backache in Women. To 
Leech, Dr. D. Dougal, and Mr. Harry Platt. 

University CoLLese Hospital MepicaL W.C.1.— 
Dr. Charles Singer; The Scientific Work of Robert — om 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 
OF MEDICINE AND  PosT-GRADUATE MEDICAL 
1, Wimpole Street, W.1.—Mon., 5.30 p.m., Cancer of 
Royal Waterloo Hospital for Children and Women, Waterloo Road, 
S.E.1.: S ecial Course in Medicine, Surgery, and Gynaecology. Infants 
Hospital, Vincent Square, S.W.1: — Course in Diseases of Infants 
Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, Biackfriars: Course in Dermatology 
every afternoon at 2.30; Venereal Clinic, Tuesday and Friday. . 
Crapwick Pusitc Lectures, 11, Chandos Street 
Post-Natal Child Physiology and Hygiene. 
HospitaL ror Sick CHILDREN,.Great Ormond Street 
NortH-East LonDON Post-Grapuate COLLEGE, Prince of Wales’ 
Ifospital, Tottenham, ig  & Medical and Sur 
the Surgical O rations, etc. 
ues., 4.30 p.m., Medica almology. Fri., G " 
X-Ray Standpoint. Uleer trem an 
Roya. DentaL HospitaL OF LONDON, Leicester Square, W.C.1.— 
Post-normal Occlusion. » 5 p.m., 
INstiTuTe OF PupLic HEALTH,, 37, Russell u 
4 p.m., Disposal of the Dead. 
St. Joun’s HospiTaL FOR DISEASES OF THE SKIN, Leicester Square, W.C 
Chesterfield Lectures: Tues., 5 p.m., Acne Rosa "Ss nm. 
Sourn-West_ LonDoN Post-GrapUATE AssoctiTION, St. James’s Hospital 
Ouseley Road, Balham, S.W.12.—Wed., 4 p.m., Pr i 4 
Recognition of Trouble ‘during Ghildbearing. 
Tavistock CLINIC FOR FUNCTIONAL NERVE Cases, 51, Tavist y, 
—Mon., 5.20 p.m., Anxiety States. 
West Lonpon HospitaL Post-Grapuate CoLLece, Hammersmith 
Mon., 12 noon, Applied Anatomy. Tues., 12 noon, Chest Cuene wel 
2 p.m., Medical Wards. Thurs., 4.15 p.m., Lecture: Psoriasis. Fri. 
2 p.m., Throat, Nose, and Ear Department. Sat., 10 a.m. Medical 
Diseases of Children. Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
In- and Out-patients, Operations, Special! Departments, 
BristoL UNIVERsIty.—Swindon Town Club: Wed. 
Diagnosis and Treatment. pm, 
MANCHESTER ROyAL INFIRMARY.—Tues., 4.1!) p.m., Ophthalm 
4.15 p.m., Early Mental Disease, its Differentiation and 


SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY, FacuLty or Mepicine.—At J Hospi 
‘ACUL' NE.—. sop Hos : 
p.m., Some Obstetric Difficulties. At Royal Hospital 
LASGOW PosT-GRADUATE MEDICAL AssoctaTION.—At Ear, Nose, and 
Hospital: Wed., 4.15 p.m., Ear, Nose, and Throat Cases. ” Throat 
INSTITUTE FOR CLINICAL RESEARCH, St. Andrews.—Tues., 4 p.m, 
=, — Constitution of the Urine and the Blood in Health ang 
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Reference and Lending Library. 

Tue Reapinc Room, in which books of reference, periodicals, and 
standard works can be consulted, is open to members from 
10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 2. 

Lenpinc Lisrary: Members are entitled to borrow boo 
including current medical works; they will be forwarded i 
desired, on application to the Librarian, accompanied by 64, 
for each volume for postage and packing. 

Departments. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Busines 
Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westrand, London). 

Secretary (Telegrams: Medisecra Westrand, London). 

Epitor, British Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology Westrand, 


London). 
Telephone number for all departments: Gerrard 2620 (3 lines). 


Scottish MepicaL Secretary: 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh. (Tele 
grams; Associate, Edinburgh. Tel.: 4361 Central.) 
IRisH MeEpIcAL SECRETARY: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 
grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel. : 4737 Dublin.) 
Diary of the Association. 
DECEMBER. 
1 Mon. London: Lunacy Law and Administration Committee, 2.20 p.m 
2 Tues. London: Naval and Military Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

Coventry Division: Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital. 

—— by Dr. Stanley Barnes on Encephalitis Lethargica, 
.30 p.m. 

Darlington Division: Annual Dinner at the King’s Head 
Hotel, Darlington, 8.15 

Finchley Division: Finchley Memorial Hospital, Granville 
Road, North Finchley. Address by Dr. Lazarus-Barlow, on 
the Treatment of Cancer exclusive of Surgery, 8.45 p.m. 

—— Division: Imperial Café, Parliament Street. Paper 
by Dr. J. Stanley White on Some Recent Aspects of Gland 
Therapy, 8.30 p.m. 

South Staffordshire Division: Victoria Hotel, Wolverhampton. 
Discussion on After-results of Gastro-enterostomy for Nom 
malignant Conditions. Supper, 8.15 for 8.30 p.m. 

South-West Essex Division: Whipps Cross Hospital. Demon 
stration by Dr. J. C. Muir, 4.15 p.m. Tea, 5.15 p.m. 

3 Wed. London: Medico-Political Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

Chelsea Division: Fulham Town Hall. Address on the 
Pathology of Diabetes, by Dr. Teale, 4.50 p.m. 

Nottingham Division: 64, St. James’s Street, Nottingham. 
ory Lecture by Mr. H. S. Souttar, on Cerebral Tumours, 

.50 p.m. 
4 Thurs. London: Insurance Acts Committee, 12 noon. _ 

London: Joint Meeting of Insurance Acts Committee and Com: 
mittee re Royal Commission, 2.30 p.m. _ 

Dundee Branch: Upiogeetty College, Dundee. Demonstration 
Lecture by Dr. J. N. Johnston on Collapse Therapy in 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 4 p.m. 

Guildford Division : Royal Surrey County Hospital, Guildford. 
Mr. Frank Coke, F.R.C.S., on Some Aspects of Asthma, 4 p.m. 
Tea at 3.45 p.m.; Executive Committee, 5.25 p.m. 

Kent Branch: Granville Hotel, Ramsgate. Paper by Dr. Harold 
Scurfield on Recent Research and the Right Choice of Food, 
2.45 p.m. Lunch, 1.45 p.m. . 

North Staffordshire Division: Central School of Science and 
Technology, Victoria Road, Stoke. B.M.A. Lecture by Dr. 
H. C. Cameron on Children’s Diseases from the Practitioner's 
Point of View, 4.45 p.m. Dinner, North Stafford Hotel, 


6.30 p.m. 

Winchester Division : Combined Meeting with Wessex Branch of 
British Dental Association, City Health Department, 4, The 
Square, Winchester. Paper on Oral Sepsis by Mr. F. 
Broderick, 3 p.m. 

§ Fri. Flymouth Division: South Devon and Fast Cornwall Hospital, 
Plymouth. Post-Graduate Lecture on Surgical Diseases of 
the Tongue, by Mr. G. C. F, Robinson, 4 p.m. 

9 Tues. Medical Students and Newly Qualified Practitioners Sub- 
committee, 2.30 p.m. 

City Division: Public Library, Holloway Road, N. Paper by 

Mr. G. E. Gask, on the Part played by the Doctor of the 
City of London in the Great Civil War. 

11 Thurs. South Middlesex Division: St. John’s Hospital, TwickenhaD. 
Paper by Dr. F. L. Provis, on Ante-Natal Care, 3.15 p.m. 

16 Tues. Lewisham Division : Clinical Evening, South-Eastern Children't 
Hospital, Sydenham, S.E.26, 8.45 p.m. 

17 Wed. London: Council, 10 a.m. ; 

18 Thurs. Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford Division: Bull 
Restaurant, Westgate, Wakefield. Sir Berkeley Moynihan: 
The Acute Abdomen, 8.20 p.m. Supper, 8 5=. 

19 Fri. Plymouth Division: South Devon and Fast Cornwall Hospital, 
Plymouth. Post-Graduate Lecture on Modern Points in 
Investigation of Heart Diseases, with Electrocardiogram 


Demonstrations, by Dr. A. B. Soltau, 4 p.m. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 

The charge for inserting announcement of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, tn order t 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 

BIRTH. 
Hitt.—On November 22nd, 1924, to Dr. and Mrs, Hall, Bridge Stret 
House, Louth, a daughter. 
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